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ME½LISA½S MUSINGS 
MeõLisa James , Public Programs Manager 

Our January Work Day was 

one of the best in recent 

memory. We discovered 

how to use duct tape to 

create personalized dress 

forms which are used to 

create clothing by our la-

dies. We were also visited 

by Dinger, the Sacramento 

River Catsõ mascot. There 

are photos of this event in 

this edition of the Argo-

naut-Gazette. 

Sacramento Museum Day 

was also a rousing suc-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Argonaut Gazette  
òKeeping The Past Alive Since 1995ó 

Sacramento, California Sacramento, California ττ  February, 2017February, 2017  

cess. Several mem-

bers of OSLH partici-

pated in character to 

the delight of visitors 

to the museum. There 

are also photos of this 

event contained in this 

edition of the Argonaut

-Gazette. 

This will be a busy 

year for OSLH so keep 

the Event Calendar 

close. Changes will be 

emailed to you as they 

occur. See you soon. 

    The PrEZ SEZ  

 Lisa Praxel, President  

Lisa Praxel 

President 

Old Sacramento  

Living History 

tory as there were no major 
events took place.  The GM 
Membership meeting took 
place on January 14, 2017, 
and it had a full agenda.   
Also at the meeting, a re-
cruitment committee was 
created.  The committee is 
headed by Member at Large, 
Pat Hutchings.  Its function 
will be to recruit new mem-
ber for OSLH, particularly 
focusing on recruiting from 
local colleges.  
On the lighter side, the 

meeting included a historical 

presentation by Ken Knott, 

who presented his character 

General A.M. Winn.   Many 

members came dressed to 

participate in Take it to the 

Streets!  The focus was the 

Sacramento winter flood of 

1861 and 1862. Lastly, our 

Member of the Month was 

Candi Zizek, for stepping up 

to coordinate the Holiday 

Ball in December.  And pro-

ject work day held on Janu-

ary 28th was focused on duct 

tape form.  We were able to 

get 10 rolls of duct tape do-

nated for the workshop.  A 

big thank you to Jessica Kunz 

for getting the donation.   

       February 18th is the next 

GM meeting.  The meeting 

will be held at 11am in the 

Stanford Gallery. Additionally 

on the 18th, the Sweetheart 

Victorian Tea will be held in 

the Stanford Gallery from 

1pm to 3pm.  Please RSVP if 

you have not already done so 

we only have a few spots left. 

February 25th is Project Work 

Day, the topic will be Bon-

nets!!! 

Happy New 
Year!!!  I hope every-
ƻƴŜΩǎ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΗ  LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ 
everyone was able to 
stay safe during the crazy 
rain storms and Mother 
bŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƻƻ 
much damage to every-
ƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎΦ 
January was a light 
month for the Living His-
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Although Presidents Day is now 

recognized as honoring the birth-

days of President George Washing-

ton and President Abraham Lincoln, 

the holiday started as just a cele-

bration of Washington's birthday. 

Depending on which calendar sys-

tem you ascribed to (Julian or Gre-

gorian) in the time of the Founding 

Fathers, Washington's birthday fell 

either on February 11 or February 

22, according to an article in Time. 

To celebrate his birth, early Ameri-

cans celebrated on February 

22 with large D.C. galas and of 

course ... drinking. 

However, the celebration wasn't 

written into federal law until 

1880, making Washington the 

first person to be honored with a 

federal holiday. The advent of 

"Presidents Day" was really 

pushed by business. According 

to Time, businesses in Texas 

and California used the power of 

m a r k e t i n g  t o  p r o m o t e 

"Presidents Day" as a way to 

promote sales during the month 

of February. Some states were 

already celebrating Lincoln's 

birthday on February 12, so 

stores took the opportunity to 

have "Presidents Day" anytime 

between the two presidents' 

birth celebrations.  

Through a combination of capi-

talism and overlapping state 

holidays, the holiday we com-

monly know as "Presidents Day" 

came into being.   

http://newsfeed.time.com/2012/02/20/a-brief-history-of-what-you-think-is-presidents-day/
http://newsfeed.time.com/2012/02/20/a-brief-history-of-what-you-think-is-presidents-day/
http://newsfeed.time.com/2012/02/20/a-brief-history-of-what-you-think-is-presidents-day/
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FOLSOM, EL DORADO & SACRAMENTO VALLEY RAILROAD 

The Sacramento Valley Railroad was 

organized in1852 and the land survey 

completed in 1854. Construction began 

on February 12th 1855 with grading on 

the levee at Front and L street in Sacra-

mento. 

The first rail was laid on August 9th 

1855 and track reached Alder Creek on 

January 1st - a distance of 18 miles 

from Sacramento. By January 22nd 

track had reached Negro Bar and the 

first train arrived in Folsom on February 

22nd 1856 - a distance of 22.9 miles. 

From inception to completion in under 4 

years! This first section of railroad 

proved its worth, and other rail lines 

were built; Folsom to Lincoln (1861), 

Folsom to Latrobe (1864) and the Cen-

tral Pacific Railroad coming out of Sac-

ramento over the Sierra Nevada (1864-

1868). 

Back in 1856, the newly completed Sac-

ramento Valley Railroad brought rail-

road shops, a depot and a turntable, to 

Folsom. The turntable was used to turn 

locomotives around for return trips to 

Sacramento. 

The turntable's platform, or deck type 

table, was forty feet long in a 

five to six foot deep pit. The 

walls of the pit were reinforced 

with bricks made locally. The 

table was used to turn the loco-

motives for approximately elev-

en years when it was replaced 

with a longer "A" frame or gal-

lows style of table. The new ta-

ble was fifty-six feet long. 

Doug Hays rediscovered the 

Folsom Turntable pit  in 1975 

but it was not until 1995 that it 

was properly unearthed, follow-

ing the official incorporation of 

The Folsom, El Dorado and Sac-

ramento Historical Railroad As-

sociation on January 1st of that 

year. To the delight of members 

and volunteers, a second turnta-

ble wall was discovered! 

A replication of the 1867 òAó 

frame or gallows style turntable 

was completed in September 

1999 with the help of Mr. Wen-

dell Huffman and Mr. Kyle Wyatt 

of the Nevada Museum who 

supplied information and pat-

terns, and Mr. Carl Borgh, owner 

of the Knight Foundry in Sutter 

Creek who kindly completed the 

castings of the iron parts. This is 

the turntable that sits proudly to-

day in its original position on the 

railroad block in Historic Folsom. 

Although Southern Pacific discon-

tinued use of their line from Fol-

som to Placerville in the 1970's, 

and for more than 30 years the 

line has been in a state of decay 

and disuse, it has never been 

abandoned. 

  Note: This article is reprinted from 

the January 2016 Argonaut-

Gazette. 

 

Museum News 

This month at the Sacramento History Museum, a membership event was held.  The event was enti-

tled: A Riveting Tale- Levi Strauss.  The event focused on the book Levi Strauss: The Man Who Gave Blue Jeans 

to the World by Lynn Downey.  The author, Lynn Downey, gave a lecture about Levi Strauss and historical fash-

ions.  Additionally, at the event there was a clothing display that showcased fashions though the decades, 

from the 1840s-1870s.  The display was put together by membership coordinator Aly Kowalski, and many 

OSLH members came dressed in historical attire, which really made the display come alive.  Many thanks to 

those who volunteered. 
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JANUARY PRODUCT WORK DAY 

 



5 

DUCT TAPE - ALSO KNOWN AS òIRISH TOOLBOXó (FACTS THAT YOU DID NOT KNOW) 

Duct tape, sometimes called duck tape, is cloth- or scrim-backed pressure-sensitive tape, often coated 

with polyethylene. There are a variety of constructions using different backings and adhesives. One variation is 

black gaffer tape, which is designed to be non-reflective and cleanly removed, unlike standard duct tape. Another varia-

tion is heat-resistant foil (not cloth) duct tape useful for sealingheating and cooling ducts, produced because standard 

duct tape fails quickly when used on heating ducts. Duct tape is generally silvery gray, but also available in other colors 

and even printed designs. 

During World War II, Revolite (then a division of Johnson & Johnson) developed an adhe-

sive tape made from a rubber-based adhesive applied to a durable duck cloth backing. 

This tape resisted water and was used as sealing tape on some ammunition cases during 

that period.  

The first material called "duck tape" was long strips of plain cotton duck cloth used in mak-

ing shoes stronger, for decoration on clothing, and for wrapping steel cables or electrical 

conductors to protect them from corrosion or wear.[3] For instance, in 1902, steel cables 

supporting the Manhattan Bridge were first covered in linseed oil then wrapped in duck 

tape before being laid in place.[4] In the 1910s, certain boots and shoes used canvas duck fabric for the upper or for 

the insole, and duck tape was sometimes sewn in for reinforcement.[5] In 1936, the US-based Insulated Power Cables 

Engineers Association specified a wrapping of duck tape as one of many methods used to protect rubber-insulated 

power cables.[6] In 1942, Gimbel's department store offered venetian blinds that were held together with vertical strips 

of duck tape.[7] All of these foregoing uses were for plain cotton or linen tape that came without a layer of applied adhe-

sive.   

The idea for what became duct tape came from Vesta Stoudt, an ordnance-factory worker and mother of two Navy sail-

ors, who worried that problems with ammunition box seals would cost soldiers precious time in battle. She wrote to 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1943 with the idea to seal the boxes with a fabric tape, which she had tested at her 

factory.[12] The letter was forwarded to the War Production Board, who put Johnson & Johnson on the job.
[13] The Revolite division of Johnson & Johnson had made medical adhesive tapes from duck cloth from 1927 and a 

team headed by Revolite's Johnny Denoye and Johnson & Johnson's Bill Gross developed the new adhesive tape,
[14] designed to be ripped by hand, not cut with scissors.   

Duct tape is commonly used in situations that require a strong, flexible, and very sticky tape. Some have a long-lasting 

adhesive and resistance to weathering. A specialized version, gaffer tape, which does not leave a sticky residue when 

removed, is preferred by gaffers in the theatre, motion picture and television industries. 

According to NASA engineer Jerry Woodfill, duct tape had been stowed on board every 

mission since early in the Gemini days.[36] NASA engineers and astronauts have used 

duct tape in the course of their work, including in some emergency situations. One such 

usage occurred in 1970, when the squarecarbon dioxide filters from Apollo 13's failed 

command module had to be modified to fit round receptacles in the lunar module, 

which was being used as a lifeboat after an explosion en route to the moon. A worka-

round used duct tape and other items on board Apollo 13, with the ground crew relaying 

instructions to the flight crew. The lunar module's CO2 scrubbers started working again, 

saving the lives of the three astronauts on board.   

In the US submarine fleet, an adhesive cloth tape is called "EB Green," as the duct tape 

used by Electric Boat was green. It is also called "duck tape", "riggers' tape", "hurricane tape", or "100-mph tape" a 

name that comes from the use of a specific variety of duct tape that was supposed to withstand up to 100 mph 

(160 km/h; 87  kn) winds. The tape is so named because it was used during the Vietnam War to repair or balance heli-

copter rotor blades   

Duct tape's widespread popularity and multitude of uses has earned it a strong place in popular culture, and has in-

spired a vast number of creative and imaginative applications. Duct tape occlusion therapy (DTOT) is a method intend-

ed to treat warts by covering them with duct tape for an extended period. The evidence for its effectiveness is poor; 

thus it is not recommended as routine treatment. However, other studies suggest the duct tape treatment is more ef-

fective than existing medical options. Duct tape has been used to temporarily fix Apple's iPhone 4 dropped call issue, 

as an alternative to Apple's own rubber case.  

Duct Tape is not a new invention and has uses that the developers never dreamed of. Including dress forms! 

duct tape to fix a moon car 
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FREE MUSEUM DAY AT THE SACRAMENTO HISTORY MUSEUM 


