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THE PRESIDENT½S CORNER 

 Sandra Hand, President  

and the Spring Ball will be 

held later that day. For 

more details, please see 

the article that is included 

in this edition. We also 

have Collegium scheduled 

for June 18th, and then be-

fore we know it, Gold Rush 

Days will be upon us! 

It is important to come to-

gether this time of year. As 

one Executive Council steps 

down and another takes its 

place, as we are busy with 

all sorts of events, as new 

members join our fold, 

please take a moment and 

remember that we are a 

community. As a communi-

ty, please be supportive of 

your fellow members, en-

courage new members and 

above all else, enjoy your 

time with the group! This will 

be an exciting month. Letõs 

make sure that we are mov-

ing forward with positivity, 

encouragement and grati-

tude!  

Lesley Clarkson and Jane 

Clapp have been putting in 

hours upon hours of work in 

the costume closet. It looks 

amazing already and will only 

improve further over the fol-

lowing months. We are in-

vesting in software and a 

new computer so that the 

inventory can be digitalized 

by Gold Rush Days this year, 

if not sooner. This will ensure 

that the costumes are 

properly catalogued and be-

ing checked in and out cor-

rectly. It will also cut down 

on the confusion and dis-

order in the costume room. 

This project stands to have 

huge benefits for the entire 

OLSH membership.  

The 2016 Spring Ball will 

be held in the Stanford 

Gallery on May 14th from 

1:00-3:00 PM. This will 

allow members to eat 

lunch before the dancing 

begins. We have invited 

Claudiaõs Kitchen Band 

and Mavis McGaugh to join 

us again, so plan on lively 

dances and wonderful live 

music! This event is open 

to the public and we en-

courage visitors to partici-

pate to the fullest. We 

would like to gage the at-

tendance interest, so 

please sign up at the next 

meeting if you are interest-

ed. 

It is hard to believe that 

we are beginning the 

month of May. Things 

have been very busy 

lately. Tour season has 

begun in earnest, the 

museum is filled with 

school children every 

day and Living History 

just completed a won-

derful Spring Tea and 

New Member Training.  

We will remain busy for 

a while. Elections will be 

held at the next General 

Meeting on May 14th, 

We had a great April! The Spring Tea was attended by around 30 members and everyone includ-

ing some guests from the Railroad Museum, had the opportunity to sit down for a sociable re-

past that recreated 1861 teas. Members tried to discuss events of that time but I heard from 

many that enjoying the friends at the table soon took precedence.  Pat and her hostesses Cindy 

and Janice , Dori, Bunny, Candi and Janice Gutschall laid out their elegant tea services, fresh 

flowers and sweets. New member and photographer Nadia captured it all.  Lesley Mc Leod with 

Jessica and Rosa made sure tea pots were kept full and the hostesses had assistance when 

needed. Doug contributed to the ambiance with music from his Peterson harp. Dennis McLeod 

stationed himself at the door to greet the public and explain our event. With this successful sec-

ond event we are well positioned to make this a treasured annual happening. We have new 

smaller round tables and new tablecloths thanks to Roy and Kristin. Really gratifying were the 

new members who stepped up to plan and take active roles.   Continued On 
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THE PRESIDENTõS CORNER 

Continued From Page 1 

At our general meeting, after a rousing game of charades Robbin Riggins provided us with an introduction to another 

period pastime, the Victorian Picnic. She sent everyone a well documented article, with informative pictures, to pro-

vide background on how to make these happen as period events. It promises to add another dimension to our pres-

ence on the streets with lots of opportunity to engage visitors and invite them to partake in a bit of our history. I hope 

as many as possible will partake this Summer and Fall in a Victorian Picnic.  

 

New Member Training occupied 2 Saturdays this month. This the second training Lisa has led with a new emphasis 

on getting new members comfortable with the environment, the program and the two main periods we work within 

so as to get them out on the streets and participating. The new training manual is full of information and study mate-

rial.  I attended the first session to welcome the new members.  My President's heart rejoiced to perform that wel-

come for so many history loving re enactors . We continue to grow our organization thanks to the dedication, support 

and active presence on the streets of the OSLH membership. Thank you all. 

 

Three important events are ahead of us in May and June.   By now most of you have had the chance to discuss with 

a member of the nominating committee your possible service as a Board member next year. Thank you to those who 

said Yes!  Campaign comments are welcome in the Argonaut and up to the moment of casting ballots at the May 

meeting.  I look forward to serving as Past President with a new Board. Then we move right into our Spring Ball with 

Claudia's Kitchen and Mavis Mc Gaw providing the music and the calling. This later date should make those 

ballgowns a bit less chilly.  

 

On June 18th we have the Collegium. I am volunteering as Chancellor this year.  I have already contacted some of 

you about leading a class. This is a chance to explore in some depth a relevant topic or present a craft or skill mem-

bers might need to equip themselves for working with our visitors. Or it could just be an opportunity to delve into 

some details we might not otherwise come across in our own research. If you want a specific class taught, let me or 

Kristin know. If you want to share a skill, craft or some historical insight, please get in touch as soon as possible. We 

want classes that either meet general needs or cater more specifically to men's or women's interests.  We will be 

doing a weapons class and our necessary gun inspection as one of the sessions. Begin planning for this event now.  

  

  

 

 

 

By Jack Climer 

Memorial Day, the traditional start of the summer 

season. Green grass, blue skies, baseball, hot 

dogs and beer. Family activities. Good friends. It is 

all this and so much more.  

As a combat veteran of the U.S. Army (Vietnam) I 

am gratified to see that our society has learned to 

hate war without hating our warriors. A big change 

from my days of service as some of you Vets from 

the same era well know.  

The advent of our volunteer military forces has, I 

think, created an unintended atmosphere of isola-

tion among our military families. When we had an 

active draft many of our service members were 

inducted from throughout our communities. This 

led to combat casualties that touched a large seg-

ment of our society. Today such casualties directly 

affect fewer of us as a whole. Itõs easy to become 

immune somewhat to those tragic cases if they do 

not touch our families directly. 

Iosef Vissarionovich Stalin once said that one 

death is a tragedy; a million deaths are a statistic. 

I think the death or maiming of any of our service 

members is a tragedy. Our country, and our socie-

ty, owes a debt that too often is overlooked. As a 

man who is 100% disabled due to military service I 

understand the meaning of the sign over the main 

entrance of many of our VA hospitals: òThe Price 

Of Freedom Is Visible Here.ó A good thought to re-

flect upon as we enjoy our holiday activities. 
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          FOR THE 2016 - 2017 OSLH BOARD 

              President:  Lisa Praxel 

  òLisa Praxel for President! 

For the past two years, I have been your Vice President.  During my time as VP, I am most proud of the work I 

have done to create a more structured New Member Training manual.  Together with the help of the President, 

I have worked on making Living History more inviting for all.  However, I feel that there is still more work to be 

done.  If you choose me as your President, I hope to continue my efforts in making Living History a fun way to 

spend your Saturday.  I look forward to unifying our many members towards a common goal of reenacting his-

tory and entertaining the guests in Old Sacramento.  Finally, as an employee of the Sacramento History muse-

um, I want to continue to build a strong relationship between Living History and the museum.  Letõs work together to make 

2016/2017 a great year in Old Sacramento.ó  

                                                                                                                        Vice President:  Terry Melau 

òI will work hard to make Living History the place to be, Take it to the streets will become more fun and we 

will have a theme to it which I hope will give the members some items to talk about on the street. I have 

been serving as a Member-At-Large and have also held that office in the past. I have been a proud member 

of OSLH for 12 yearsó 

                                                         Secretary:  Michael Tufts 

òHello, my name is Michael Tufts and I am running for the Secretary position. I have been with OSLH for over 

four years. I have tried to be active in many activities within OSLH to get to know people and what it is that 

this organization is about. I think being elected as the Secretary would allow me to more fully understand 

how this organization can best meet the mission of educating the public of the important part Sacramento 

played in the history of California and this Country. As Secretary I hope to accurately relate the activities and 

comments that occur at each of the general meetings in such a way that these activities are understandable 

and interesting. Thank you for your consideration.ó   

Secretary:  Amelia Elder 

Editorõs Note: No candidate statement was received prior to publication. 

                                               

Treasurer:  Janice Flowers 

òI have enjoyed being your treasurer again for the past year and still find the inner workings of our group fasci-

nating. I continue to believe my accounting and administrative skills are of great value to this position, and I 

would like to continue the post for another year. Please consider me when casting your vote.ó 

 

Member-At-Large: Steve Balistreri 

Editorõs Note: No candidate statement was received by the submission deadline. Steve has re-engaged with 

OSLH and has just been awarded the coveted òGolden Iron Awardó as OSLH member of the month for April.  

 

Member-At-Large: Patricia Hutchings: 

òAfter 5 years as a volunteer at the Old City Cemetery; 2 years as a researcher in the Archives, and 3 of those 

years on the Board of Directors, I decided to further my interest in Sacramento history by volunteering in Old 

Sacramento.  For the past 4 years I have been an active member of OSLH and since then have taken on in-

creasing responsibilities for events and activities, such as helping plan the Sewing Academy with Elizabeth 

Stewart, presenting at the Collegium, and working in the costume closet.   Within the last year I have chaired 

the 4th of July Celebration, the Boarding House venue at Gold Rush Days, and the Spring Tea.  I will also be 

working as a photo assistant for the third year at the Spring Ball in May, presenting again at the June Collegi-

um, and managing Mrs. Bithell"s Boarding House again for Gold Rush Days. I do enjoy researching the clothing, customs, charac-

ters, and history our time period and believe I could be useful in sharing information and resources with our new members. My 
experience as a genealogist can also be helpful in assisting new members in finding and developing appropriate characters to 
portray at OSLH events. As I'm interested in the views and concerns of my colleagues in OSHL, I would be pleased to convey their 
thoughts to the other members of the Board at the monthly meetings and report the outcome of Board discussions regarding 
those issues of concern back to the members.   
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CANDIDATES FOR THE 2016 - 2017 OSLH 

BOARD (CONTINUED) 

Member-At-Large: Jessica Kunz: 

òHello OSLH members! 

My name is Jessica Kunz and I have been a member since June of 2015. I am still new to the group but in 

the past year I have learned a lot as well as grown tremendously as a volunteer here with OSLH. I enjoy this 

group a lot and want to continue to be apart of it and watch it grow even larger then it currently is. For this 

reason I am running for member at large. 

I would like to bring a new voice to the board not only as a volunteer but as a young new volunteer. I want to 

help with the on boarding of new volunteers and make us the group everyone wants to join. Additionally I 

would like to see the age demographics of the group broaden. I hope I can count on your vote and I look 

forward to seeing you all at the May meeting!ó 

 

Member-At-Large: Candi McCarthy Zizek: 

òAlmost ten years ago, while in New Orleans on business, I fell in love with an outrageous $400 ostrich-

feathered hat (with bird). Determined to make equally charming hats for lesser sums, I researched their 

history, and soon experienced the magic that historical clothing & acting in place could bring to the world-

wide tourists in Old Sacramento.  

I found in OSLH a fun community of people who loved to research & re-enact Sacramento history. I intro-

duced my passion for period-correct folk dancing & live historical music, and we started the biannual balls. I 

hope I have been a strong supporter of any further OSLH mischief that lets us teach local history while we 

have fun together! I have served on the Board as Member at Large. 

Most of all, I love to have new members feel welcome, develop their Sacramento characters, communicate & share their 

skills & new ideas with us. Many years ago, we started a monthly Project Workday (PWD) to assist members with creating 

proper historical attire. Some folks can buy everything they want. Some can inherit or research & easily make things with 

their natural gifts. Some of us are inspired by the group effect & the sharing that happens at PWD.  I am very proud that 

PWD has offered classes to make bonnets, embroidery, buttons, daycaps, beading, corsets, watch caps, hatpins, square 

shirts, ribbon flowers & braiding-anything Victorian that would make us more interesting and grand. 

I hereby enter my name to become Member-at-Large once again. Thanks for your consideration this May meeting.ó  

 

Member-At-Large: Jim Lundsten 

 Editorõs Note: No Campaign Statement Was Received Prior To Publication. Jim is an incumbent member-       

at-large. 

 

There is one (1) office open for President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer 

There are two (2) offices open for Member-At-Large 

Elections are held at the May 14 General Membership Meeting 

Members must be present to vote 
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2016 SPRING BALL 

May 14 is a very busy day for OSLH. It is the day of our May General Member-

ship Meeting; Executive Council Elections; and our annual Spring Ball. 

Held at the Stanford Gallery in Old Sacramento from 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM music 

will be provided by Claudiaõs Kitchen Band and Mavis McGaugh will again serve 

as our dance caller. 

Gordon and Pat Hutchings will again be taking photo portraits of all who wish to 

participate, generously provided without charge to our members.  

Thank You to those who make this such a special event. Aside from the fun of 

the dance itself it is very rewarding to see members of the public join in and 

have a wonderful time of it too. 

Eric and Nadia (our new photog-

raphy couple extraordinaire) have 

invited OSLH to attend the 2016 

Slavic Festival in downtown Sacra-

mento. The festival is May 21st, 1:00

-7:00 PM.  They believe that the pub-

lic that attends the festival will find 

our program very interesting. They 

suggested a picnic, or perhaps a 

table with brochures and infor-

mation. We can also speak if de-

sired.  

The Festivalõs family oriented activ-

ies celebrates immigrants from all 

former Soviet Republics; Russian 

singers, Ukrainian dancers, Moldavi-

an musicians, Armenian candymak-

ers, Uzbek kebob, Lithuanian ice-

creamers; Georgian spices etc.; all 

family entertainment, food and ven-

dor booths.   

More detailed information will be 

provided at the May 14 meeting. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to 

support our new members, present 

ourselves and our program to the 

public and build new friendships. 
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MEMBER OF THE MONTH 

Congratulations to OSLH Member Of The 

Month Steve Balistreri. Thank You Steve for 

your increased participation in OSLH 

events. Your participation is important to all 

of us. For this you have won the coveted 

òGolden Iron Award.ó  

A Letter From Your Editor (hey, Iõm poetic! Who Knew?) 

Please accept my heartfelt apology for the delay in getting this edition of 

the OSLH Argonaut-Gazette out to the membership. I suffered a sudden 

medical issue that required orthoscopic surgery late in April. It literally 

knocked me off my feet for several days. As Kristin said, I was òunder the 

weather.ó  Thank you for your understanding.        Jack Climer, Editor 

The History of Motherõs Day ð American Style 

By: Gail Climer 

Motherõs Day, historically speaking, was not celebrated as a secular 

holiday until early in the twentieth century.  The roots of òMotherõs 

Dayó were created by Anna Jarvis, a housewife in the state of West 

Virginia.  She had worked as a volunteer during the òWar of Northern 

Aggressionó organizing òMothers Day Work Clubsó.  These clubs were 

organized to teach mothers how to raise their children during the 

tough times.  These òMotherõs Day Clubsó later became a unifying 

force in post-Civil War times, assisting in the healing of wartime ills.  

In 1868, Anna Jarvis organized the òMotherõs Friendship Dayó when members of the former òMotherõs Day 

Work Clubsó would meet with former soldiers of the Union and Confederacyétrying to make their reunifica-

tion into society much easier.   

 

Julia Ward Howe, the suffragist, also played a small part in the development of the holiday.  She wrote the 

òMotherõs Day Proclamationó that would help unite the world in peace.  She finished the proclamation in 

1873, and stated that òMotherõs Peace Dayó should be celebrated on June 2nd of every year . 

 

Today, we celebrate in many ways.  Flowers, cards, messages or visiting with our mothers to let them know 

how much they are loved and appreciated.  Church sermons are written and delivered by pastors through-

out the land.  Mother has some òquiet timeó to herself on this day, or a house full of children and grandchil-

dren òunder footó.  However one celebrates, itõs important to remember that òMother was the one who 

taught us to tie our shoes, so we could explore the world!ó 




